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ABSTRACT

The era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs marks one of the most critical periods in Islamic history.
Beginning with the death of Prophet Muhammad, this era showcases the strenuous efforts of the
Caliphs in establishing a robust foundation for Islamic governance and facing various external and
internal challenges. This study focuses on how Abu Bakr handled the Riddah rebellions, Umar ibn
al-Khattab’s policies in establishing Baitul Mal and a legal system, Uthman ibn Affan's efforts in
compiling the Quran into a single codex, and Ali ibn Abi Talib's steps in quelling conflicts and
divisions within the Muslim community. This research employs a normative approach, where analysis
is conducted based on literature, historical documents, and relevant primary and secondary sources.
The findings reveal that each Caliph had his own approach to the political and legal challenges of
their time. Abu Bakr successfully managed the Riddah rebellions through military tactics and
diplomacy, while Umar strengthened the economy and law by establishing Baitul Mal and a legal
system. Uthman, on the other hand, made a monumental contribution by compiling the Quran,
whereas Ali faced more complex political divisions and conflicts during his reign. For a deeper
understanding, further research is suggested on how the political legal principles applied by the
Caliphs can be adapted in a modern context, and how these internal conflicts teach the importance of
diplomacy and justice in governance.
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1. Introduction

At the beginning of the 7th century AD, the Arabian Peninsula faced a multitude of
multidimensional crises: social, economic, and spiritual. The pre-Islamic society, known as
Jahiliyyah, was characterized by strong clan systems, slavery practices, endless tribal wars, and idol
worship (Azra, 2004). Amidst this identity crisis and spiritual void, an individual from the city of
Mecca, Muhammad bin Abdullah, later known as Prophet Muhammad, emerged. In 610 AD,
Muhammad received his first revelation from Allah through the Angel Gabriel (Azra, 2004). These
revelations laid the foundation of Islam, a monotheistic religion emphasizing the importance of
Tawhid (oneness of God), social justice, and ethical morality. With these principles, Islam offered
revolutionary solutions to the civilization’s problems faced by the Arabian society at that time.

Islam rapidly spread in Mecca, despite resistance from the Quraysh leaders. The migration to
Medina in 622 AD marked a turning point in Islamic history and the beginning of the establishment
of a state and society based on Islamic principles (Effendi, 2003). Under Prophet Muhammad’s
leadership, Medina exemplified how Islam transformed a Jahiliyyah society into a harmonious, just,
and prosperous community.

The death of Prophet Muhammad in 632 AD left a profound leadership void. Abu Bakr as-
Siddiq was elected as the first Caliph of the Islamic community. His greatest challenge was the Riddah
rebellions and the effort to compile the texts of the Quran (Harun, 2006). The period of the Rightly
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Guided Caliphs was a crucial era in Islamic history. The four Caliphs, Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman, and
Ali, each made significant contributions to the development of Islamic legal politics. This era was
marked by territorial expansion, law codification, and various administrative innovations. However,
it was also characterized by controversies, conflicts, and divisions (Harun, 2006). After the
establishment of the Islamic state in Medina, the challenges faced by the Muslim community extended
beyond successful preaching. The struggle to build a robust political and legal structure to
accommodate the evolving Muslim society was also paramount (Azra, 2004).

The era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs reflects concrete efforts in the development of Islamic
legal politics. During this period, the Caliphs endeavored to consolidate Islamic teachings and
formulate laws relevant to the social, economic, and political dynamics of the time (Effendi, 2003).
Abu Bakr as-Siddiq, as the first Caliph, faced the significant challenge of the Riddah rebellions,
threatening the stability of the newly established Islamic state. His response to these rebellions
reflected a firm but just legal approach (Harun, 2006).

Umar bin Khattab, the second Caliph, is known for his innovations in introducing state
administration and social justice concepts. Under his leadership, the establishment of Baitul Mal and
the taxation system were crucial. Baitul Mal served as the state’s financial institution, managing
Zakat, Infaq, and Sadagah, ensuring fair wealth distribution among the society (Nata, 2007). Uthman
bin Affan is renowned for compiling the Quran. However, from a political-legal perspective, his
leadership is often seen as an era filled with controversies, especially regarding nepotism and
favoritism towards the Umayyad family (Hasan, 2009). Ali bin Abi Talib, the fourth Caliph, faced a
period of intense conflict. Wars like the Battle of Jamal and Siffin reflected political tensions and
conflicts of interest within the Muslim community at the time. Ali’s leadership emphasized the
importance of justice and consultation, in line with the principle of Shura (Munir, 2010).

However, the era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs was not only filled with achievements. Many
controversies and debates emerged, particularly regarding the interpretation and application of
Islamic law in various aspects of life (Effendi, 2003). Therefore, this research focuses on the
development of Islamic legal politics during the era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs and its
controversies, providing an in-depth view of how Islamic legal thought and practice evolved during
this period. The research concentrates on how Islamic Legal Politics developed, focusing on how Abu
Bakr handled the Riddah rebellions (the rebellions after the death of Prophet Muhammad), Umar ibn
al-Khattab's policy in establishing Baitul Mal (financial office) and the legal system, the compilation
and codification of the Quran during Uthman ibn Affan's era, and Ali ibn Abi Talib's efforts in
addressing conflicts and divisions within the Muslim community along with the various controversies
that accompanied it, such as the divisions and conflicts that emerged during the period of the Rightly
Guided Caliphs, the disputes involving Ali and Muawiyah culminating in the Battle of Siffin. The
controversial issues in political and legal decision-making during the era of these four Caliphs are
also explored.

2. Methods

To delve deeper into the issues of Islamic legal politics during the era of the Rightly Guided
Caliphs, this study employs a literature research method. This method prioritizes written sources such
as books, journals, and ancient manuscripts. The process begins with the identification of relevant
sources, followed by data collection through reading and note-taking. Subsequently, the collected
data are analyzed to understand the dynamics and controversies of that era. Conclusions are then
formulated based on this analysis, ensuring academic integrity through proper citation. This approach
aims to provide a clear and comprehensive understanding of the research topic.
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3. Results and Discussion

Development of Islamic Legal Politics during the Era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs

Islamic history records a pivotal period following the death of Prophet Muhammad, where the
nascent caliphate faced significant challenges in maintaining the unity and continuity of the Muslim
community. This era, known as the time of the Rightly Guided Caliphs, was a milestone in the
formation of the framework of Islamic legal politics. One of the crucial challenges faced at the
beginning of this period was the Riddah rebellions. These rebellions were not merely physical
insurgencies but also ideological challenges to the teachings of Islam established by Prophet
Muhammad (Rahman, 2002). Abu Bakr ash-Shiddiq, appointed as the first Caliph, was challenged
by several Arab tribes refusing the caliphate's authority, with some individuals even claiming
prophethood. They resisted paying Zakat and some groups desired separation from the caliphate
(Hasan, 1999). With his strong background in Islamic teachings and political experience, Abu Bakr
viewed the Riddah rebellions not just as a military threat but also as a threat to the existence and
continuity of Islam itself (Sulaiman, 2004). Abu Bakr firmly opposed the rebels with military
strategies and diplomacy. He organized forces and appointed several of the Prophet’s close
companions, such as Khalid ibn al-Walid, to lead troops and quell the rebellions (Majid, 2001).
Additionally, Abu Bakr pursued dialogue with some rebel leaders, trying to persuade them to return
to Islam and recognize the caliphate's authority. Abu Bakr’s actions in handling the Riddah rebellions
demonstrate not only his decisiveness as a leader but also his wisdom in understanding the socio-
political context underlying the rebellion. He recognized the importance of maintaining the unity of
the community and used the Riddah rebellion as a pivotal moment to strengthen the foundation of
Islamic legal politics (Nuruddin, 2005).

The Riddah rebellions were swiftly suppressed, not only solidifying Abu Bakr's position as
Caliph but also clarifying the caliphate's vision and mission in building a just society based on Islamic
principles. The era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs, especially under Abu Bakr’s rule, was a significant
moment in the formation of Islamic legal politics. Abu Bakr's handling of the Riddah rebellions
illustrates how appropriate policies and strategies can ensure the continuity and stability of the
Muslim community amidst successive challenges. Following the suppression of the Riddah
rebellions, leadership of the caliphate passed to Umar ibn al-Khattab. Under his rule, Islam witnessed
various significant reforms, particularly in governance and law. Two major reforms initiated by Umar
were the establishment of Baitul Mal and a structured legal system.

With Islam's expansion into various regions and the increase in resources acquired, the need for
an organized and transparent financial system became more pressing. Umar recognized the
importance of managing the wealth of the community wisely and accountably. Hence, he initiated the
establishment of Baitul Mal, a financial institution aimed at regulating and distributing community
wealth, including Zakat, Fai' (war booty), and Jizyah (tax from non-Muslims) (Ahmad, 2003). Baitul
Mal served not just as a "finance office” but also as a social institution responsible for distributing
funds to the deserving, including the poor, orphans, and Mujahidin (fighters). This initiative affirmed
Umar's vision of a just and prosperous society, where wealth is managed with trust and distributed
fairly (Rasyid, 2004).

In the legal field, Umar saw the need for a more structured legal system as the caliphate's
territories and community diversity expanded. He understood that the consistent and fair application
of law was key to ensuring stability and justice in a large and diverse society (Sudrajat, 2006). As
part of this effort, Umar took steps to codify Islamic law and appointed knowledgeable judges in
various regions of the caliphate. He also established a diwan (office) specifically for legal and justice
matters. Further, Umar introduced the principle of Qiyas (analogy) in law, allowing judges to make
decisions based on analogies from previous cases when there were no specific texts from the Quran
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or Hadith on an issue (Farid, 2008). Both of Umar’s initiatives, the establishment of Baitul Mal and
the legal system, demonstrate his far-sighted vision in the development of Islamic legal politics. He
not only ensured that the caliphate had a strong financial foundation but also that society was
governed with justice and consistency. In retrospect, Umar ibn al-Khattab’s reign was a
transformative era in Islamic legal politics. His policies in establishing Baitul Mal and strengthening
the legal system illustrate his wisdom and visionary leadership in ensuring a strong foundation for
the caliphate’s continuity and the welfare of the community.

Uthman ibn Affan's reign faced various challenges, one of which was uniting an increasingly
wide and diverse community. With Islam’s territorial expansion, variations in Quranic recitations
emerged, potentially leading to divisions. Faced with this situation, Uthman made a historic decision
with a lasting impact on the Muslim community, namely the standardization of the Quran into a single
codex. Before Uthman’s era, the Quran was disseminated through companions who memorized it and
writings scattered across various locations. However, with Islam’s expansion and differences in
dialects and recitations, concerns arose about deviations in Quranic recitations (Hasan, 2005). In a
battle in Azerbaijan, Muslim soldiers from different regions argued over the correct recitation of the
Quran. This incident reflected the potential for conflict in an increasingly wide and diverse
community. Hudhaifah ibn al-Yaman, a companion involved in the battle, returned to Medina and
requested Uthman to take action to unify the Quran (Rahman, 2007).

Uthman responded seriously to this issue. He formed a committee led by Zaid ibn Thabit, a
companion known for his expertise in the Quran and who had participated in the documentation of
revelations during Prophet Muhammad’s time. The committee was tasked with compiling all Quranic
writings from various sources into a standard codex (Nasir, 2010). During the process, the committee
ensured that each verse included was verified and agreed upon by several witness companions who
memorized the Quran. The compiled codex was then distributed to various regions of the caliphate,
while other manuscripts not conforming to the standard codex were ordered to be burned to avoid
variations and deviations in recitation (Hasan, 2005).

Uthman’s decision may have been controversial at the time but can be understood as a strategic
step to maintain the unity and purity of the Quran. With a standard codex, the potential for conflict
and division due to different recitations was minimized. Uthman ibn Affan’s compilation of the Quran
into a single codex demonstrates his sensitivity and acumen in addressing the challenges faced by the
Muslim community at the time. His action not only ensured the integrity of the Quran for his
generation but also for future generations of Muslims. In retrospect, Uthman’s actions in compiling
the Quranic codex illustrate the importance of responsive legal political development to the
challenges of the time. Uthman’s wise and visionary leadership ensured that Muslims worldwide have
access to an authentic and consistent Quran, a legacy that endures to this day.

Ali ibn Abi Talib, the fourth Caliph in the sequence of the Rightly Guided Caliphs, faced a
challenging period. His rule, though shorter than his three predecessors, was filled with internal
conflicts and battles. Ali took over leadership at a time when the Muslim community was divided due
to various incidents and rebellions following Uthman ibn Affan's death (Azra, 2004). One of the
major challenges Ali faced was the rebellion led by the governor of Syria, Muawiyah I. The dispute
between Ali and Muawiyah centered on the murder of Uthman. Muawiyah demanded the punishment
of Uthman's murderers, while Ali sought ways to bridge differences and ease tensions (Ma'arif, 2006).
Ali believed that the most appropriate solution for maintaining the integrity of the Muslim community
was through dialogue and mediation. This is reflected in his decision to postpone the execution of
Uthman's murderers and attempt to start a dialogue with Muawiyah (Rasyid, 2008). Ali understood
that justice needed to be upheld, but he also recognized the importance of maintaining the unity of
the Muslim community amid threats of division. However, Ali's mediation efforts were halted with
the Battle of Siffin between his and Muawiyah's forces. The battle did not produce a clear winner and
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ended with an arbitration agreement, another step taken by Ali to ease the conflict (Ma‘arif, 2006). In
addition to the conflict with Muawiyah, Ali also faced the Khawarij, a group disagreeing with Ali's
policies, especially the arbitration agreement with Muawiyah. Ali chose to dialogue with them and
tried to persuade them of the importance of Muslim unity. However, when dialogue did not yield
results and the Khawarij resorted to violence, Ali was forced to use military force to suppress them
(Azra, 2004). In facing various conflicts and divisions, Ali demonstrated his commitment to the
principles of justice, dialogue, and peace. Despite facing rebellions and challenges from various sides,
Ali continued to bridge differences and prioritize dialogue as a solution.

The reign of Ali showcased the complexity of Islamic legal and political dynamics, particularly
in the context of the Muslim community undergoing transition after Prophet Muhammad's death. Ali,
with his wisdom and steadfastness, exemplified how a leader must strive to maintain unity among the
people, even when faced with challenges and severe criticism from various factions. His leadership
proved that ruling is not about pleasing everyone but about steadfastly adhering to the principles of
justice and peace amidst the fierce storms of political turmoil.

Dynamics of Political Power Temptations during the Era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs

After the death of Prophet Muhammad, the Muslim community faced a leadership vacuum. At
this crucial juncture, both spiritual and political leadership needed urgent determination. A significant
question arose: who should succeed Prophet Muhammad? Immediately following his death, there was
a divergence of opinion between the people of Mecca and Medina about who should lead. Mecca
leaned towards supporting Ali, a close relative of the Prophet, while the people of Medina supported
Abu Bakar (Rahman, 2013). At this critical time, Abu Bakar delivered an impressive speech,
reminding the community of the importance of Tawhid and unity. His speech succeeded in unifying
opinions, leading to his appointment as the first caliph. As the first Caliph, Abu Bakar faced
significant challenges, the greatest being the Riddah rebellions, movements rejecting the obligation
of zakat and some even renouncing Islam. Firmly, Abu Bakar fought these rebellions and restored
stability (Hasyim, 2010). He also worked to strengthen Islamic institutions and laid the foundation
for the development of Islamic law and administration.

The major controversy of Abu Bakar's leadership was his appointment as Caliph. While most
Muslims accepted his leadership, a small group felt that Ali was more deserving of the position. This
controversy set the backdrop for political dynamics in the subsequent years, particularly during Ali's
leadership (Rahman, 2013). Approaching his death, Abu Bakar recognized the importance of a
smooth leadership succession for the continuity of governance. After careful consideration, he chose
Umar ibn al-Khattab, one of his close companions and trusted advisors, as his successor. This decision
was not made lightly; Abu Bakar considered Umar's integrity, justice, and leadership abilities
(Syaikh, 2005). As Abu Bakar As-Siddiq neared the end of his life, the need to determine the
successor for the Islamic leadership arose. Abu Bakar chose Umar ibn al-Khattab, known for his strict
yet just nature, as the next Caliph. This decision was made with careful deliberation; Umar was one
of the Prophet's closest and most influential companions, renowned for his honesty, integrity, and
dedication to Islam. However, aware of Umar's firm and sometimes harsh character, Abu Bakar
advised him to lead with gentleness (Rahman, 2013). Umar's reign was marked by significant reforms
in administration, military, and finance. His greatest achievement was the establishment of Baitul
Mal, a financial institution to manage zakat and taxes, laying the foundation for an Islamic economy
and fair wealth distribution (Hasyim, 2010).

Umar was also known for his policies that expanded Islamic territory, encompassing Persia,
Egypt, and the Levant. Under his rule, Islamic law began to be enforced more systematically. He
organized regional administration, dividing the territories into provinces governed by appointed
governors, and introduced a system for record-keeping in administration and finance (Syaikh, 2005).
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Despite his successes in numerous reforms, Umar's rule was not without controversy. One notable
instance was his assassination by a Persian slave, Abu Luluah, in 644 AD. While Umar was renowned
for his just policies, there were those dissatisfied with his policies, especially those affected by
Muslim conquests and the resultant socio-political changes (Rahman, 2013). Umar ibn al-Khattab's
leadership brought many reforms and changes that strengthened the foundation of Islam and expanded
its territories. Though his reign was marked by progress, he also faced challenges and controversies
reflecting the era's complexity. After Umar ibn al-Khattab's death, a special council (Shura) of six
members, all close associates of Prophet Muhammad still alive at that time, was tasked with selecting
a new caliph. In a critical instance of selecting the new caliph, Ali ibn Abi Talib proposed that the
decision be accepted by the majority of the council members. In this vote, Utsman ibn Affan gained
majority support and was eventually chosen as the third caliph (Hasyim, 2012). During his reign,
Utsman implemented several reforms, including compiling the Quran into a single codex, later known
as the Mushaf Utsmani. However, his leadership also sparked controversy, especially regarding
nepotism. Utsman was criticized for appointing important government positions to his family
members, particularly from the Banu Umayyah clan. Other criticisms included his economic and
military policies and demands for transparency in state financial management (Azra, 2004).
Regarding his assassination, it is believed that Utsman was killed by a group of rebels dissatisfied
with his rule. One of them was rumored to be a son of Abu Bakar, but this claim is controversial and
not fully supported by primary historical sources (Madjid, 2009). Lastly, Ali ibn Abi Talib, one of
Prophet Muhammad's companions with a special standing in terms of knowledge, bravery, and
closeness to the Prophet. Following Utsman's assassination, the Muslim community was divided. In
this tense atmosphere, many companions and members of the Muslim community in Medina saw Ali
as the right figure to become the next caliph and unite the divided community. They then appointed
Ali as the fourth caliph (Hidayat, 1999). Ali's leadership was marked by various challenges and
conflicts, including:

1. First Fitnah: Ali had to confront the First Fitnah triggered by Utsman's murder. Several
groups, including Aishah, Talhah, and Zubair, demanded the trial of Utsman's killers,
leading to the Battle of the Camel.

2. Conflict with Muawiyah: Muawiyah ibn Abi Sufyan, the governor of Syria and a close
relative of Utsman, refused to pledge allegiance (bai'at) to Ali until Utsman's murderers
were tried. This led to the Battle of Siffin between Ali and Muawiyah's forces.

3. Tahkim Incident: After the Battle of Siffin, both parties agreed to resolve the dispute
through tahkim (arbitration). However, this decision sparked dissatisfaction among Ali's
supporters known as the Khawarij.

4. Conflict with Khawarij: The Khawarij opposed Ali for his decision regarding tahkim. They
even attempted to assassinate Ali but failed. This conflict culminated in the Battle of
Nahrawan.

Ali ibn Abi Talib ruled for about five years, from 656 to 661 AD. His reign ended tragically
when he was assassinated by a member of the Khawarij, Abdul Rahman ibn Muljam, while
performing the Fajr prayer at the Kufah Mosque (Assegaf, 2003). After his death, his son Hasan was
appointed as the leader, who later abdicated and transferred power to Muawiyah, founding the
Umayyad Dynasty. Caliph Ali's rule was a period full of political conflicts and challenges.
Nevertheless, his leadership was respected and valued for his commitment to truth and justice and his
efforts to unify the divided Muslim community. The era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs was adorned
with various controversies and political dynamics. One of the greatest controversies was the unclear
mechanism for appointing a caliph. Starting from Abu Bakar, who was chosen through consensus
among the Prophet's close companions at Sagifah Bani Sa'idah, to Utsman and Ali, who experienced
significant internal and external opposition. Each leadership period had its own dynamics in the
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process of appointment and succession. Additionally, another controversial issue was the age limit or
tenure of a caliph. In Islam, there is no specific stipulation on how long a caliph can lead. This led to
uncertainties and potential conflicts during power transitions.

Abu Bakar as-Siddiq (632-634 AD) ruled for 2 years, Umar ibn al-Khattab (634-644 AD) for
10 years, Utsman ibn Affan (644-656 AD) for 12 years, and Ali ibn Abi Talib (656-661 AD) for 5
years. Thereafter, the system of governance varied, evolving into dynasties and kingdoms. The
Islamic governance system during the era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs did not have a standard
model. Each caliph had their own way of running the government according to their views and
policies. While Islam provides basic guidelines on justice, good governance, and leadership
principles, their implementation in a concrete governance system remained a challenge. Tragically,
power transitions were often marked by assassinations and warfare. Of the four caliphs, only Abu
Bakar died naturally. Umar, Utsman, and Ali all died from assassinations. This reflects the high stakes
of political power temptations during that era and the complex challenges faced by the early Islamic
government.

The era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs, though revered as a golden period of Islamic leadership,
was not without its controversies and political dynamics. Many lessons can be learned from this era,
especially regarding the importance of having a clear and transparent governance system. However,
one undeniable fact is that Islam always thrived when linked with knowledge. On the other hand, the
greatest challenge faced by the Muslim community was in politics, particularly governmental politics.
This is evidence that separating knowledge from politics can have detrimental effects on the
development of a civilization.

4. Conlusion

Furthermore, it is the author's considered opinion that Islam will truly flourish only when
anchored in knowledge. Despite its challenges in the realm of political governance, particularly in
restoring the glory of the Islamic caliphate, Islam's potential for success is significant. The essence of
Islamic teachings could be highly successful when assimilated and adopted by governments that do
not necessarily wear Islam on their sleeves. However, Islamic values can still thrive behind the scenes.
The richness and diversity of Islamic intellectual heritage, when integrated with contemporary
governance, can lead to a society that is not only just and equitable but also resonates with the spiritual
and ethical principles of Islam. This perspective posits that the success of Islam does not solely
depend on its application in political governance in its traditional form. Instead, the triumph of Islam
can be seen in how its core values and teachings are interpreted and implemented in various
governance models, even those not explicitly Islamic. The adaptability and universality of Islamic
principles can inspire governance that upholds justice, equity, and compassion, transcending religious
labels and embracing a broader, more inclusive understanding of governance and societal well-being.
This approach advocates for a reimagining of Islamic teachings in governance, not restricted to
conventional political frameworks, but as guiding principles that can enrich and elevate governance
practices in diverse contexts.
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